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Part 1- Analyzing the Text 
and Developing a Thesis

1. Read and analyze the text: Taking careful notes, finding 
imagery,characters,plot,etc.Also consider the context and the Author 
and decide what argument the theme is exploring 

2. Choose a topic: Is the subject of focus, it should be a single literary 
element,parallels between the work and real life subject.But 
argumentative Essays are different because they take a position on a 
debatable topic.The topic can not be factual and the argument can not 
be easy to win.It needs to be something people might responsibly 
disagree about.

3. Focus your topic: Narrow to address page limit and add words that 
make it more specific .



4. Develop a thesis: Transform your topic into an argument and be 
specific.

5. Gather more evidence to support your thesis: Reread the work and 
look for quotes that can be used to support your argument.



Part 2 - Outlining Your Essay

1. Organize your ideas in an outline: Use this structure to write your 
outline,First the thesis a  supposition, Secondly paragraph 1 that is a 
summary, Thirdly Paragraph 2 what the novel is about,Paragraph 3 the 
description, Paragraph 4 The readers views and Paragraph 5 the 
conclusion.     

2. Use your outline to help organize and guide your research: If you wrote 
a outline you can use it to focus on the specific areas you need to 
explore in more detail.

3. Flesh out your outline as you go: You can start placing evidence and 
analysis into it as you come up with them to produce a more detailed 
outline that incorporates quotes and evidence for each paragraph, as in 
this sample outline.

http://www2.ivcc.edu/lockwood/Current/1001/Essay3/SampleLiteraryAnalysisOutline.html


Part 3-Drafting Your Paper
1. Start with an introductory paragraph: You should include the title and 

author of the main works you deal with, as well as your thesis. It may 
have a breath explanation of what you are going to write. 

2. Summarize the text if necessary: You should give a brief summary only 
on one paragraph.. 

3. Give an example of the topic you will be analyzing: If you are going to 
analyze a literary dive you should begin begin with a representative 
example of it.



4. Explore and support your thesis in the following paragraphs: EIt 
should include paragraphs that has evidence to support your thesis 
with an analysis of it.  Also you should anticipate counter-arguments; 
evidence, warrant, backing, counterclaims and rebuttal.

5. Conclude by moving beyond your thesis: It is important, to speculate 
on its broader implications  or to provide suggestions on how it might 
be pursued further.



Part 4-Making Use of 
Multiple Drafts

 1. Focus on the argument during your first draft: Focus on the argument you are 
making and on marshalling evidence to support that argument.

2. Do a second draft, focusing on the organization of your essay: Place your ideas 
on order so as to create an essay that flows logically from one idea to another 
one.

3. Let someone else read your paper: Once you had it finished let someone take a 
look. They will be able to point out areas that are confusing or statements that 
are poorly supported. Use their feedback to write a third draft.



Part 5 - Editing Your Paper
1. Print out your paper to edit it: To make sure your prose is well, without 

any error, it is easier to check it on the printed page.

2. Eliminate unnecessary words: Avoid using unnecessary or very 
common words. Search synonyms and expand your vocabulary.

3. Delete repetitive sentences: Avoid repetitions as saying the same thing 
two times in the same way.



4. Remove all references to yourself: Present your ideas stripped  of "I". It 
is already clear that the work reflects your beliefs.

5.  Read your paper out loud: It is useful to read out loud your paper to 
find out grammatical errors easier.

6. Read your paper from end to beginning: Reading one sentence at a 
time, starting at the end, helps you to see what the sentences actually say.

7. Run spell check: Pay close attention to names and jargon at a run 
spell check as a last step.



Part 6 - Overcoming Writer's 
Block

1. Give yourself plenty of time: There is no matter how many pages you 
can write in an hour, you will be doing productive work even if you only 
did one page.

2. Ignore page numbers: Don't worry about pages, what really matters is 
the time you take.  

3. Switch between computer and pen and paper: Sometimes when you 
stuck, it helps to change the format in which you are writing. 



4. Free write: It is useful to write whatever comes to mind in a new 
document if you are having a hard time getting started with a part of your 
paper.

5. Write in detailed outline form: If you are stuck drafting your essay, try 
to write in a detailed outline form. This can be a great way to speed through 
a first draft.

6. Take a break:  If none of these strategies work, you should step away 
by taking a nap or a walk to give your mind time to sort thing out.
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